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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY OCTOBER--Be- 
cause possible steel shortages affecting con- 
struction activity, the October estimates have been 
delayed pending the completion ofa national sample 
survey construction contractors. 

The delayed September 1959 estimates con- 
struction activity indicated that the value new 
construction put place amounted $5.1 billion, 
drop percent not normally expected this 
time the year, but still percent above Septem- 
ber 1958. Declines resulting principally from steel 
shortages were shown all major types con- 
struction except housing. 


HOUSING STARTS SEPTEMBER--September 
1959 marked the conclusion record breaking 
twelve-month period. The 1,412,000 dwelling unit 
starts exceeded those any similar period inhis- 
tory. 

The total number new nonfarm dwelling units 
started September was 120,400, down percent 
from August but about the same the total for 
September 1958. Private starts declined percent 
from the previous month, but the current Septem- 
ber level was still the highest record for the 
month. For the first months 1959, the total 
number new public and private dwelling units 
started (1.1 million) was percent greater than 
for the comparable period 1958. 

The estimated seasonally adjusted annual rate 
for private starts was 1,325,000 units, 
15,000 units less than August. The average 
seasonally adjusted annual rate for the first 
months 1959 was 1,376,000 units. The 30,000 
units started under public sponsorship during the 
first months 1959 amounted less than half 
the number started during the corresponding 
period 1958. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY number 
FHA loan applications for new dwelling units 
increased 30,512 September from 27,801 
August, the low point 1959. September ap- 
praisal requests, numbering 17,926, were down 
percent from the preceding month. Despite the 
levels these activities, the totals for the 
first months the year exceeded those for the 
comparable period 1958. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS AU- 
GUST--The total value nonfarm mortgage record- 
ings August amounted $2,871 million, drop 
percent from July. The decline resulted from 
decreases the number recordings well 
the average amount per recording. For the 
first months 1959, recordings aggregated 
2,541,000, percent increase over the compara- 
ble period 1958. value record- 
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ings between these month periods reflected in- 
creased activity all types lenders. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY AUGUST--With 
the exception minor increase for industrial 
buildings, building permit valuation for all types 
buildings declined between July and August 1959. 
The net over-the-month change the aggregate 
amounted percent, and the level for August 
1959 was percent below that August 1958. How- 
ever, valuation for the first months 1959 was 
percent ahead that for the corresponding pe- 
riod 1958. Permits for public construction dis- 
played substantial lag behind those 1958, the 
August 1959 rate trailing that the same month 
last year percent. The rate for the first 
months this year lagged behind that the similar 
period last year percent. August, 1959, 
for the second successive month, permit valuations 
for industrial buildings showed increase more 
than percent over August 1958, bringing the 


1959 total valuations date percent ahead 


the corresponding 1958 total. 


HOUSING VACANCY RATES 3rd QUARTER 
1959--Vacant year-round dwelling units dropped 


3.0 percent total dwelling units inthe third quar- 
ter 1959 after reaching 3.2 percent for the pre- 


vious quarter. the third quarter 1958, the 
rate was 2.8 percent. Units for rent stood 2.4 


percent the 3rd quarter 1959 and those for 
sale constituted 0.6 percent the total housing 
supply. Dwelling units held off the market accounted 
for 2.3 percent the total dwelling units. the 
four major geographic regions, only the Northeast 
registered increase vacancy rates for units 
available for occupancy. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS AUGUST--The 
falling-off total value public contract awards, 
begun earlier 1959, continued August, when 
the value dropped percent from July 1959 and 
almost percent from August 1958. The decline 
$1.5 billion the total for the first months 
1959 compared the same period 1958 repre- 
sents percent change. accounted for 
mainly the following categories: 


State and local facilities: 
$300 million 
Educational $200 million 
Residential $125 million 
Federally-owned facilities: 
Residential buildings............. $280 million 
$190 million 
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CONSTRUCTION COSTS AUGUST--The Depart- 
ment Commerce Composite Cost Index August 
1959 remained unchanged from the two previous 
months 142 (1947-49=100). This level was 
percent higher than the index year ago, nar- 
rower margin between the two years than has been 
shown since May. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS--The total value 
construction contract awards reported 
Dodge Corporation September 1959 was almost 
unchanged from August, but was down percent 
from September 1958. For the 12-month period 
ending September 1959, the total value contract 
awards was reported $36,792 million, per- 
cent over the comparable figure for 1958. The 
stability August and September levels resulted 
from slight decrease building contract awards 
which was offset slight increase engineer- 
ing contract awards. 

The value large engineering contracts for the 
months ending September reported the 
Engineering News-Record was percent above that 


for the comparable 1958 period. This increase 


reflected upswing contract awards for private 
industrial buildings. The net effect changes 


all other categories was slight decrease. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS PRICES SEP- 
TEMBER--The wholesale price index construc- 
tion materials September was slightly below that 
August, but was percent higher than that 
September 1958. Comparable over-the-year in- 
creases the earlier months this year, however, 
have been generally Lumber 
and millwork prices have shown considerable in- 
creases over the year, ranging mostly from 
percent. Most other types materials, ex- 
cept for number metals and metal products, 
showed stable price levels. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT JULY 
AND AUGUST--The impact the steel strike, 
which started mid-July, was reflected the 
composite materials output index for that month-- 
down percent from the June peak. Millwork 
output also showed drop--more than 
from June levels, but the greatest decline was 
iron and steel output--about percent. Ona 
seasonally adjusted basis the drop the latter 
group was percent. The long upward climb 
portland cement output continued into August, 
though some abatement was indicated the fact 
that the August seasonally adjusted output index 
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was down percent. fact, all available Au- 
gust seasonally adjusted output indexes were down 
from July levels. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT 
1959 employment for all 
contract construction declined 2.5 percent from 
August, but was still 3.3 percent above September 
1958. seasonally adjusted basis, the Septem- 
ber level, 2,759,000 employees, was 1.8 percent 
below the previous month. The detailed figures 
type contractor for August 1959 showed gain 
5.6 percent building employment over the same 
month 1958, and lesser gain 2.8 percent for 
nonbuilding employment over the same period. 
Among building contractors, the special trades 
showed particular strength, painting 
employment still leading the rise with 22.4 per- 
cent over August 1958. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS 
weekly earnings contract construction employees 
August advanced percent over July $119.18, 
new peak. Increases both average hourly 
earnings and average weekly hours resulted 
higher avearage weekly earnings for all groups 
employees except electrical workers. 


REGISTERED APPRENTICES THE BUILDING 
TRADES--The number registered apprentices 
the building trades continued decline 
The decline began 1957 after 4-year climb. 
the end 1958 percent reduction from the 
1957 level 111,000 was recorded. mid-1959 
further percent drophadtaken place. Individual 
trades, however, showed some variances from the 
general picture. The trowel trades dropped from 
18,382 the end 1957 15,557 the end 
June 1959, change about percent. the 

other hand, painters and paperhangers showed 
almost the same increase, percentagewise, between 
the same twodates. Inthe 18-month period, Hawaii, 
which had less than 600 apprentices registered, 
showed the greatest increase percentagewise (more 
than California, which had 
number apprentices registered (over 14,000 the 
107,000 June 30, 1959 total) had percent gain. 
Among other states showing larger numbers ap- 
prentice registrations, there were declines 
percent Pennsylvania, percent and 
almost percent Ohio and Michigan. New York 
maintained its December 31, 1957, level, and Texas 
showed percent increase. 
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Expenditures for Maintenance and Repairs 1958 


Reversing long-term climb, 1958 and 1958 for those individual categories other 
and repair expenditures for all types construc- residential showed and down movements, 
tion declined slightly $17,713 million, buildings accounted for more thana 
under the record 1957 level. $350 million increase, and the value work 
Expenditures for nonfarm residential buildings, increased more than $100 million. 
the largest sector, dropped percent, from $7,400 other hand, railroad outlays 
$6,800 million, accounting for the major part than $200 million. Changes, both and down, 
the downturn total expenditures. the lesser magnitudes, resulted 
owner-occupied dwelling units, reductions were other categories. 
noted not only maintenance and repair expendi- The table below continues through 1958 the esti- 
tures per unit, but also the number such ex- mates expenditures for maintenance and repair 
penditures. The 1958 recession apparently prepared the Business and Defense 
depressing effect homeowner expenditures. Services Administration, Department Com- 
Actually, sharper decline occurred 1958 inthe merce. Estimates for the years prior 1949 and 
physical volume work done per housing unitthan description the methods used deriving them 
the dollar figure implies because higher con- appear Construction Volume and 1915- 
struction costs, reflected the 1956, statistical supplement CONSTRUCTION 
ment Commerce composite REVIEW. The data through 1956 are the same 
costs, and because growing inventory hous- previously published; revisions were made 
ing. only the 1957 figures, which were necessarily 
Maintenance and repair expenditures preliminary the time they were first released. 
nat 
Maintenance and Repair Expenditures, 1949-58 cha 
(Millions dollars) 
Residential buildings (nonfarm)...... 800 5,000 5,300 5,300 6,500 17,400 6,800 
Nonresidential buildings............... 285 2,540 2,672 2,799 3,010 3,912 was 
Farm 581 722| 677| 609| 619 for 
Operators’ 188 234 241 219 197 199 183 all 
Service 393 488 503 458 412 420 413 387 
Military 295 614 702 637 579 567 (3) 
Electric light and 198 226 232 267 288 286 325 356 
168 181 192 213 226 280 282 state 
568 616 626 662 694 821 
375 391 432 453 459 520 
496 546 572 618 685 770 832 at, 
141 153 168 186 206 229 242 
355 393 404 432 479 541 590 
Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Revised. projects the Department the 
Army, Corps Engineers. Not available. Estimated the total the Department Commerce (BDSA). serve 
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The Methodology Underlying the Dodge Index 
Construction Contracts, Seasonally Adjusted 


new economic indicator, known the “Dodge 
Index Construction Contracts, Seasonally Ad- 
justed,” has recently come into existence. The 
index represents the valuation monthly commit- 
ments for construction work about get under way. 
has the generally accepted base 1947-49= 

The new index was developed the Dodge 
Corporation provide time-rate-change meas- 
ure construction commitments, comparable 
the many other measures economic activity now 
existence. 


ADJUSTMENTS BASIC DATA 


All data represent the monthly total Dodge sta- 
tistics the valuation (in current dollars) con- 
struction projects the contract award stage 
its nearest measurable equivalent (e.g. building 
permits, construction starts), where im- 
possible impractical adhere strictly the 
“contract award” definition. Twoadjustments were 
necessary bring all data common denomi- 
nator, one correct for change inthe geograph- 
area covered and the other correct for 
change the method data collection. 

Dodge construction contract statistics have en- 
compassed states since 1956, but prior thereto 
they covered the eastern states only. The 
1947-49 base itself, well the data through 
December 1955, therefore had adjusted tothe 
48-state level. accomplish that, ratio factor 
was determined between the and states data 
for the months 1956-58 and was applied 
all prior monthly data. Since during this 36- 
month period the two series showed neither sig- 
nificant diversions trend nor varying seasonal 
patterns, ratio adjustment was used. 

With the inception 48-states statistics, 
provide for uniformity data collection methods, 
became necessary switch from project-type 
accounting privately owned non-farm one- 
family houses, which had been done the 
states, combination permit reporting and 
sampling. result, the privately owned non- 
farm one-family house data for the years prior 


*Prepared John Morawetz, Research Consul- 
tant, Statistical Policy Department, Construction 
News and Statistics Division, Dodge Corpora- 
tion. 

seasonally adjusted construction contracts 
series, once prepared the Federal Reserve Board, 
was discontinued 1956 when Dodge expanded its 
coverage from states. See "Federal Re- 
serve July 1931, pp. 358-360; revised 
November 22, 1939 and March 25, 1952. 


1956 had adjusted coincide closely 
possible with what current methods would then 
have produced. 


THE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED INDEX 


After the basic data were brought uniform 
base, the largest statistical entries were ex- 
amined detect seasonal patterns. was readily 
established that, when projects were arrayed 
size, seasonal variations became more pro- 
nounced the size the projects decreased. 
Among the very large statistical entries sea- 
sonal patterns could detected all. Moreover, 
since their inclusion the data would have tended 
distort the purity the seasonal patterns the 
remainder, was decided eliminate large proj- 
ects from the seasonal adjustment procedures. 

working definition had established for 
large entries and was set as: those individual 
monthly statistical entries representing two per- 
cent more the valuation the trailing 12- 
months moving average. Below that size level 
the seasonal adjustment any entry could only 
have negligible effect upon the index. The 12- 
months moving average was selected order 
avoid the introduction seasonal bias into the 
selection the large entries themselves. 

During the 12-year period from 1947 through 
1958, large entries were removed from the 
data prior the determination seasonal com- 
ponents. 
measured with electronic computers,? deter- 
mining the magnitude all components under the 
two conditions: 


Total Data Including Large Entries 
Total Data Excluding Large Entries 


Pertinent ratios components were follows: 

7.48 7.11 2.21 9.29 3.22 .77 4.20 
5.91 5.42 1.97 8.95 2.75 .61 4.54 


The symbols used are: average month-to-month per- 
centage change irregular component; cycli- 
cal; seasonal; and MCD, months cyclical 
dominance. 


described Julius Shiskin, "Electronic 
Computers and Business Indicators," Occasional 
Paper 57, National Bureau Economic Research, 
Inc., 251. 
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The effect their elimination was 
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205 
275 
356 
175 
282 
218 
875 
793 
550 
832 
242 
590 
347 


The averages and ratios shown above clearly in- 
dicate substantial reduction the irregular and 
firming the seasonal component when large en- 
tries are removed from the series. Cyclical 
dominance also achieved one month sooner. 
These results validate the assumption that purer 
seasonal factors may developed after the re- 
moval large entries. 

With the large entries removed, the seasonal 
patterns for the remainder were determined the 
traditional 
ing-average method. The individual twelve ratios 
for each the months were then plotted and 
free-hand fits were made. The resulting factors 
were then examined and modified, whenever neces- 
sary, that the sum the factors would each 
year total 1200. 

The free-hand method was chosen preference 
any mathematical formula for two reasons: (1) 
permitted expression judgment the 
elimination “freaks,” taking the magnitude 
peculiar economic events into consideration. (2) 
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keeping with the philosophy that change 
seasonal patterns long-term phenomenon, 
fitted trend was permitted more than one change 
direction during the 12-year period. Since all 
“current” seasonal factors are, necessity, ex- 
trapolated, more stable seasonal pattern results 
extrapolated factors greater significance. 


Seasonal Factors derived were later com- 
pared those the electronic computer method 
rendered for the 12-year time period.3 Despite 
the differences inherent the two methods, the 
resulting factors showed great similarities. 

The data, exclusive the large entries, 
previously defined, were then seasonally adjusted 
the factors presented Table Thereafter, 
the large entries, not subject seasonal influences 
and therefore left unadjusted, were reinstated. The 
resulting data were finally converted the index 
series shown Table 


Shiskin, op. cit., pp. 248-257. 


Table Seasonal Factors, Used for the Dodge Index Construction Contracts 


1959.... 248 241 277 299 259 


MONTHS 
112 119 120 121 114 100 
1948.... 112 119 120 120 112 100 
1949.... 113 119 119 119 100 
100 113 119 118 118 110 100 
100 113 119 118 118 108 100 
101 113 119 117 117 107 100 
102 114 119 116 116 106 100 
103 113 119 115 115 105 100 
104 113 119 114 114 105 100 
1956.... 104 112 120 114 113 105 100 
105 112 120 113 112 105 100 
106 111 120 113 111 105 100 
106 111 120 112 105 100 
Table 2.--Dodge Index Construction Contracts Seasonally Adjusted 
1947-1949 

1948.... 103 109 108 106 109 103 105 100 
1949.... 100 100 103 105 107 132 132 138 127 
1950.... 126 130 165 156 152 157 164 174 170 142 150 157 
1951.... 177 177 155 150 269 150 143 142 140 132 133 167 
144 147 165 177 151 157 157 160 244 158 171 194 
168 161 156 183 166 140 180 169 214 220 189 166 
1954.... 161 176 173 175 188 186 193 184 215 225 205 
212 213 232 241 219 236 234 218 251 218 232 245 
247 239 234 239 218 227 234 247 226 217 237 215 
252 229 258 218 249 253 227 236 231 232 233 212 
1958.... 224 207 225 228 249 297 285 290 282 294 253 247 


258 269 


288 289 
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The chart shows the raw data together with the 
index herein described. indicates visually 
the extent which construction activity ascrib- 
able seasonal influences and the same time, 
highlights the economic aspects the series. 


The seasonal factors show sufficient change 
patterns warrant annual reanalysis, which 
contemplated. They also indicate significant 
shift the peak construction contract activity 
from June-July the earlier years, May more 
recent years. the same time, the first quarter 
the year, the past considered “off- 


season,” has currently reached level contract 
activity equal that the fourth quarter. 

These shifts seasonal patterns are partially 
explained advances technology that permit 
more building inclement weather. Also, be- 
lieved that the higher level employment the 
more recent years has prompted contractors and 
builders retain more extensive labor forces 
the winter months, using them effectively 
possible, but being assured their availability 
the Spring. The long-term shift the “center 
gravity” house building climatically more 
conducive areas obviously contributed the 
lessening the amplitudes the seasonal cycles. 


Dodge Construction Contract Statistics 


Valuation, in Tens of Millions of Dollors 


Index, Seasonally Adjusted 
(Right scale) 


1947 1948 1949 1950 


*£/ Date prior to 1956 were expanded from a 37 States level 
Source FW Dodge corporation 


1953 


index (1947-49=100) 


Valuation of Total Construction 
(Left scale) 


1954 1957 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


2 NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part A--Construction Put Place 


NOTE: The monthly estimates Part with few exceptions, are not based direct measurements. They are derived primarily 

applying standard progress patterns (which reflect assumed normal seasonal movements) the value contracts awarded prior the 
current month. Except when special surveys are made, the estimates not reflect the effects the varying number working days 

different months, nor special conditions influencing the volume activity any given month, such unusual weather, materials 
shortages, overtime, work stoppage, and delays. 


Data for the value new construction put place during October were not available time for publication this issue because 
the Bureau the Census was undertaking special survey occasioned work stoppage the steel industry. expected that 
these estimates will available time for publication the December issue CONSTRUCTION REVIEW. The September estimates 
shown the following tables ordinarily would have been published the October issue but were delayed while similar survey was 
being conducted. 


Table A-1: New Construction Put Place: Current Month, Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 
Type construction First months Sept. 1959 from— First 
months 
1958-59 
NEW CONSTRUCTION +15 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
Additions and alterations +18 
Commercial 
Office buildings and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, and garages... 
Other nonresidential buildings 
+10 
Hospital and institutional .............. 
Social and recreational +31 
Telephone and telegraph All 
Other public utilities 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION +13 
Residential 
Nonresidential buildings 
Hospital and +15 
Administrative and service +15 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Military facilities +18 
Sewer and water 
Sewer 
Water 
Public service enterprises ..... +24 
Conservation and development +14 
Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. less than one-half percent. 
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NOVEMBER 1959 
Table A-2: New Construction Put Place: Recent Monthly Trend, Type Construction 


(Value, millions dollars) 
1958 


Sept. 


Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 1,374 
New dwelling units 
Additions and 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 
Hospital institutional 
Social and 
Farm 
Public 
Telephone and telegraph .... 
Other public 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and 
Administrative service 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 
Military facilities 
Sewer and water 


Public service enterprises .... 
Conservation development.. 
All other 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Revised. 


COMPOSITION REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH 


1959 


WEST 


Connecticut Illinois Delaware Alabama 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. Col. Kentucky 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee 


Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland 


Vermont North Dakota Carolina Central 
South Dakota Carolina Arkansas 
Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana 
New Jersey Virginia Oklahoma 


New York Texas 


Pennsylvania 


NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 1950 
percent. NORTH percent. percent. 


Pacific 
California 
Oregon 
Washington 


WEST—13.8 percent. 


372| 
627| 687 762 
161 
320 364 
165 
161 199 
213 237 
175 
460 474 
362 
229 227 242 
1144] 1159 
1654 
122 127 
39| 
105 126 


Ft of construction 
276 
625 
154 
270 
149 
121 
201 
124 
411 
315 
257 262 259 259 259 229 225 223 197 218 
Mountain 
Arizona 
Colorado 
Idaho 
18 Montana 
20 Nevada 
New Mexico 
Utah 
Wyoming 


Chart 
New Construction Put Place 
Billions Dollars Billions Dollars 


ANNUAL DATA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE 


PRIVATE 


PRIVATE 


PUBLIC 


PUBLIC 


1940 


1945 1950 1960 1957 1958 


(Value, millions dollars) 


Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


Type construction 


lows: January, 7,200; February, 7,356; March, 7,152. 


Table A-3: New Construction Put Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, Type Construction 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


1959 


SOURCE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-A 


Annual total 


Apr. 1958 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 39, 108 39, 600 38,940 37, 944 33, 833 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 23, 424 22, 500 18, 947 
Nonresidential buildings 256 264 675 
Office buildings and warehouses .... 1,956 040 2,013 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 2,016 576 
Other nonresidential buildings 688 790 000 704 
Residential 188 792 846 
Nonresidential buildings 4,656 440 653 
Sewer and water 404 500 387 
876 924 836 
Public service 504 624 451 
Conservation and development 188 056 1,019 
All 228 204 
Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Revised. Further revisions the 1959 highway series are fol- 


TOTAL 
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Billions of Dollars 
40 


ANNUAL DATA 


PUBLIC 


1940 1945 1950 


Type construction 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 11,853 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
Nonresidential buildings 450 
Office buildings warehouses 109 
Stores, restaurants, garages 
Other nonresidential buildings 148 
Farm 


All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 244 
152 
Hospital and institutional 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Sewer and water systems 
Public service 
Conservation and development 


Chart New Construction Put Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


MONTHLY DATA 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-68 


Table A-4: New Construction Put Place: Value 1947-49 Prices, Type Construction 
(Millions dollars) 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


Billions 
TOTAL 
TOTAL 
| 
1955 1960 1957 1958 1959 
1959 Annual total 
438 427 427 464 514 1539 543 6,805 046 
675 111 107 104 107 111 115 121 2,506 679 
382 106 103 103 109 112 1116 120 1,389 1,417 
013 143 135 135 141 158 170 176 1,724 865 
222 248 262 258 1273 1271 272 3,193 
134 147 155 151 161 163 158 2,003 982 
387 186 1104 1114 193 1,059 955 1,028 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put Place, Source Funds, Ownership, and Type Construction 


Source funds, 
ownership, and 
type construction 


TOTAL PUBLIC 
Federal 
State and local 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential 
Nonresidential 
Educational... 
Administrative and 
Other nonresidential 
Military 
Conservation and 
All other federally owned 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential 
Nonresidential 
Administrative and 
Other nonresidential 
Sewer and water systems 
All other State and locally owned. 


Source: 


Value (in millions dollars) 


1958 


Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


1959 


highways, schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 


Revised. Revisions not shown the table above are: 


Federal grants-in-aid 
State and local funds 


Military facilities............. 


149 


704 


Feb. 


151 
627 


Aug. 
Sept. 1959 1958 1959 


Mar. 


155 


695 


12, 503 
4,993 
887 
106 
7,510 


887 
407 
462 
264 

114 

121 
120 
742 


616 
363 
968 
284 
331 
321 
4,522 
1,091 
675 
416 
672 


Apr. 
314 
194 
777 
119 
409 


Percent change 


First 
Sept. months 
1958 1958-59 
11, 104 +13 
3,924 +27 
180 
2,391 
233 
437 
302 
+71 
954 +18 
103 +17 
648 +15 
713 
353 
034 
154 
260 
306 
314 
038 
620 

418 
529 


Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover 
Change less than one-half percent. 


Fir 
Sep 


Firs 
Firs 


195 


588 469 |*1, 637 1,564 
Sou 
bef 
Str 


Period Total Metro- Nonmetro- 
politan politan 


Year: 


Part B--Housing 


Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Ownership, Location, and Type Structure 


First months, 1958..... 
First months, 1959..... 


1958: 


1959: 


First months, 1958-59.. 
August-September 1959... 
September 1958-59 


Year: 


September.......... 


First months, 1958..... 
First months, 1959..... 


1958: 


1959: 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


Ownership Location 


1-family 
houses 


Type structure 


Units 2-or-more family structures 


NUMBER NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


1,020.1 71.2 776.8 314.5 900. 
1,068.3 35.5 803. 300. 937.8 
1,201.7 18.7 896.9 323.5 1,077.9 
1,328.9 19.4 975.8 353.1 1,194.4 
1,093.9 24.2 779.8 989.7 
1,041.9 699.7 342.2 872.7 
1,209.4 1,141.5 67.9 827.0 382. 975.1 
893.8 832. 61.7 610. 283. 724.5 
121.0 110.9 85.0 36.0 98.9 
115.0 112.9 2.1 35.9 95. 
109. 107.0 2.4 73.9 35.5 85.1 
91.2 89.5 1.7 63.8 27.4 70.5 
87.0 84.1 2.9 61.9 25.1 64.1 
94.5 93.5 1.0 61.6 32.9 74.9 
121.0 118.1 2.9 81.2 39.8 95.1 
142.2 137.4 4.8 97. 45.2 110.1 
137.0 133.5 3.5 94.1 42.9 109. 
136.7 131.1 5.6 93.1 43.6 109. 
128.8 127.2 1.6 40.5 106. 
129.0 124.8 4.2 86.5 42.5 (3) 


6.5 28.8 82.5 
29.5 83.6 
27.2 85.0 
26.5 88. 
89.9 
88.5 
4.7 32.8 83.8 
5.6 31.6 806 
6.9 31.7 81.1 
8.4 29.8 81.7 
1.8 31.2 82.6 
32.4 77.8 
30.0 77.3 
3.3 28.9 
34.8 
2.4 32.9 78.6 
3.4 31.8 77.4 
2.6 31.3 79.8 
4.1 31.9 80. 
31.4 82.7 
2.8 


191. 
184. 
166. 
142. 
134. 
128. 


YUYO YN 


nN 


WNN 


2-4 
family 


aan 
NNN 


ND 


G 


~~ 
~ 


5-or-more 
family 


Annual data for metropolitan-nonmetropolitan areas are not available 


before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Data urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available 


Upon request. 


Not available. 


(13) 


Not available prior January 1954. Tabulations showing the number units 2-family and 3-or-more family 
Structures for 1920-1953 are available upon request. 


16.3 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
100 93.1 18.9 
100 22.2 16.6 
100 97.4 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


Chort 
Housing Starts (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


Dwelling Units Thousands Dwelli 
TOTAL MONTHLY STARTS, UNADJUSTED 


JUNE JULY 


ANNUAL DATA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE-- 
PRIVATE STARTS 


PUBLIC 


JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT OCT NOV. DEC. 


a 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-59-10-C 


928 813 950 1,027 997 993 975 897 863 802 806 813 
800 770 803 892 911 935 964 1,028 1,092 1,149 1,244 1,26 194 
1951.....} 1,360 1,171 1,071 975 984 941 918 961 1,054 1,012 970 195 
1952.....} 1,001 1,112 1,072 1,028 1,029 1,016 066 1,101 1,104 097 195 
324 1,349 363 381 1,372 316 285 1,214 1,176 195 
1,195 1,127 1,094 1,157 1,091 1,070 1,136 008 1,052 1,027 1,020 195 
962 935 933 962 994 995 1,015 1,056 1,012 1,020 1,009 1,000 195 
915 918 983 1,057 174 1,228 1,255 303 1,427 432 
Units 
160 
1950 
| 
- 
JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY eC AUG. SEPT. OcT. NOV. DEC 
2,000 
1,500 
1,000 
500 500 
(No 
cats 
not 


NOVEMBER 1959 
Table B-3: New Private Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


Year Jan. Apr. May June July Aug. Dec. average 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
750 
475 
675 
10, 000 
10, 750 
11, 400 
13, 150 
13, 025 
13,725 


Percent change, 1958 1959 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Region! 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent 
change, 
first mos. 


1958-59 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, 
are shown below table A-2. 


Chart 


Thousands Dwelling Units 


0, 


1958 1959 


(Notice; The Bureau the Census bas announced that the series, Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started Selected scheduled for publi- 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW February, May, August, and November, bas been discontinued Problems associated with its resumption are 
not expected resolved until early 1960. These data were previously shown Table 


— 
12,450 
q 
Housing Starts, Region 
Thousands Dwelling Units 
| 
1 15 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume Successive Stages FHA and Programs 


Number (in thousands) new dwelling units in-- 
inspection of-- insured inspection 


Excludin 
requests FHA Total closed FHA 


Excluding 
Capehart 


383. 535. 
313:5 620. 
219.4 401. 
229.7 159. 
395.9 234. 


September 41.4 26. 
October 37.9 19. 
November. 
December 
January 
February 


150.1 243.1 
110.9 313.5 
157.0 94.0 


12.4 
14.5 
16. 


ne NN 
ma ODO ® 
— 
ON 


wn 
nyo Ww 


185. 


Am CO 


On 


Percent change, 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Housing and Home Finance Agency (FHA) and 


the Veterans Administration. Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified public 
and whose inspection while under construction under the auspices the Department Defense. Not available. 


Chart 


New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started 


Total, Under FHA Inspection, and Conventional 
Thousands Dwelling Units Thousands Dwelling Units 


ee 


1959 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 59-10-S 


Period 
1958: 
1959: 
29.3 
First months: 
7 
7 
7 
1400 
12-MONTH MOVING TOTALS 1,400 
1,200 
800 800 
600 600 
400 400 
J F M A Jd J A Ss N J F M A 
1958 


and 
ublic 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings $20,000 Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount Type Lender 


Period 


First mos., 1959... 


1958: 
September.... 
November. .... 
December..... 

February...... 


First mos., 1958-59 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 


Total 


Average 
amount 


(dollars) 


644 
7,279 
469 
7,959 


8,529 


120 
156 
341 
333 
494 
474 
321 
418 
513 
488 
687 
673 
584 


Total (in millions dollars) recorded 


Savings 
and loan 
associations 


lenders 


10, 516 


493 
843 


022 
087 

932 

983 

870 

865 
1,059 
1,148 
1,151 
286 
203 


Perceat change 


+36 


Commercial 
banks savings 
banks 


312 130 476 169 292 473 
318 136 493 170 296 479 
342 150 558 175 324 563 
292 2,432 128 474 154 273 471 
309 2,629 143 508 165 299 531 
278 121 454 123 300 484 
270 106 427 113 284 450 
March. ....... 307 586 116 492 112 318 489 
326 553 125 333 502 
326 768 112 534 140 339 492 
342 2,974 120 543 168 338 544 
357 138 562 187 367 560 
August. ...... 334 871 505 167 336 522 
7 
s 
7 
) 
| 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table B-8: Housing Vacancy Rates: Vacancy-Occupancy Status and Condition Dwelling Units, Nationally 


(Percent distribution) 


1958 1959 


Total dwelling units 100.0 100.0 100.0 


Vacant dwelling units: 


Available for occupancy! 1.6 2.4 3.0 

q 
Seasonal dwelling 2.3 3.0 3.0 
Occupied dwelling units 93.1 90.8 90.0 
Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census, Nonseasonal, not dilapidated units. Comprises vacant units 
fered for rent, well those being offered either for rent for sale. Comprises unoccupied units and units temporarily oc- 


cupied persons with usual residence elsewhere. 


Table B-9: Housing Vacancy Rates: Vacancy-Occupancy Status and Condition Dwelling Units, 
Regional and Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location 


(Percent distribution) 


1958 1959 


NORTH CENTRAL 


Status and condition 
dwelling units 


Tota! dwelling 


Vacant dwelling units: 
Available for 
For rent 


Rented sold, awaiting 

Seasonal dwelling 


Occupied dwelling units 


5.6 
90.5 


Vacant dwelling units: 
Available for occupancy 
For rent 
For sale 
Rented sold, awaiting 


Total dwelling 


Vacant dwelling units: 
Available for 


Rented sold, awaiting 

occupancy 
Held off market! 


Seasonal dwelling 


Occupied dwelling units 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Nonseasonal, not dilapidated units. Comprises vacant units of- 
fered for rent, well those being offered either for rent for sale. Comprises unoccupied units and units temporarily oc- 
cupied persons with usual residence elsewhere. 


qtr. 
N 
1950 1958 1959 
NORTHEAST 
oF 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.5 +7 2.4 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2 2.1 
SOUTH WEST 
: 8.3 2.8 2.5 2.8 3.0) 3.4 3.2 2.0 3.0 2.9 2.4 2. 5 3.3 3.2 
-6 4 .6 -6 -6 .8 oF 8 
INSIDE METROPOLITAN AREAS | OUTSIDE METROPOLITAN AREAS 


Part C--Building Permits 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, Type Building Construction 


Type building 
construction 


Aug. 


Private 


Number new dwelling units 


(97, 441) 


185.5 
91.3 
94.2 
235.6 
106.9 
92.3 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 
Housekeeping only. 


New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
Stores and other mercantile buildings 

All other commercial 
Community buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 


Additions and alterations 


Chart 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent change 


+17 
(102, 869) | (112, 914) (95, 757) | (800, 140)| (648, 418) (+ 23) 
751.8 668. 5,076.8 
250.3 221.7 1,740.9 
115.1 117.4 810.0 695.5 +16 
272.3 243.7 1,840 
124.0 124.8 820.7 
250.9 1,321.2 +14 


Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 


Change less than one-half percent. 


Building Permit Activity 


Millions Dollars 


CLASS CONSTRUCTION 


ALL BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION 


DWELLING 


BUILDING 


ALTERATIONS 


1958 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Millions Dollars 
TYPE BUILDING 
COMMUNITY 
BUILDING 


COMMERCIAL 


INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING 


1959 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


331.6 
2,500 
2.1 
2,000 
4.0 
3.2 
1,000 
100 
100.0 
500 
3.0 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, Type Building Construction and Region 
Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 
construction 
UNITED STATES 
New nonresidential building 4.5 
Commercial buildings 6.5 +14 
Amusement buildings 0.8 +18 
Commercial garages 8.9 -19 
Gasoline and service 11.0 
Stores and other mercantile 93.2 +21 
Educational 
Religious +12 
Garages, private residential ...... +19 
Industrial 
Public utilities 


All other nonresidential buildings 


New nonresidential building +32 
Gasoline and service 2.0 2.0 2.3 1.9 
Office 12.6 15.0 14.6 +233 
Stores and other mercantile .... 12.2 25.1 24.3 
Community 66.3 64.4 54.5 80.7 
Educational 48.9 35.0 42.6 
buildings 6.1 4.7 26.4 +24 
Religious 11.3 16.3 +24 
Garages, private residential 4.2 4.4 4.4 3.9 
Public utilities buildings 2.1 6.1 5.3 8.2 
All other nonresidential buildings 7.7 7.2 6.3 6.9 
Additions and 2.5 5.0 42.8 +27 
North Ceatral 
New nonresidential building 209. 191.0 191.9 222.0 278.0 132.9 
Commercial 64.9 49.2 49.9 52.0 353.0 317.3 
Amusement buildings 18.1 3.0 4.2 2.9 40.9 24.1 
Gasoline and service stations 3.4 4.0 3.2 22.9 20.9 
buildings 11.1 13.9 16.1 17.9 132.9 102.9 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 32.1 27.2 24.9 27.5 148.6 162.4 
Community 93.1 81.3 81.1 497.0 433.6 
Educational buildings 39.0 42.7 50.0 30.1 276.9 218.9 
Institutional buildings 35.8 20.8 15.6 31.3 125.0 
Religious 18.3 15.7 19.6 91.6 89.6 
Garages, private residential 10.6 14.3 14.2 13.7 48.8 63.5 
Industrial 20.9 25.6 41.3 265.9 
Public utilities 6.1 11.4 24.1 45.9 59.1 +29 
All other nonresidential buildings 13.7 7.4 9.6 9.9 67.4 65.9 Off 
Additions and 48.4 50.7 69.1 62.4 292.0 331.9 +14 Rel 


See footnotes end table. 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, Type Building Construction and -Continued 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 


Type building change, 
construction 1959 First months 


months 


499.5 
New dwelling 275.8 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings. 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


NA Nw 


WOON CONN ww 
BN 


New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 
Community buildings 
Educational 
buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


rN we 
m OU 


NN 
Y 


~ 
N 


YOU 


Vw 
ure 
Aw 
N 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, 
are shown below table A-2. Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 
less than one-half percent. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number Nonresidential Buildings, Type Building 


Type construction 


Amusement buildings 

Commercial garages 

Educational buildings 

Garages, private residential 

Gasoline and service stations 

Industrial buildings 

Institutional buildings 

Office buildings 

Religious buildings. 

Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


July May June July 1959 1958 -59 
30.0 40.7 +36 
4.8 4.6 
23.7 
215.1 166.0 -23 
418.3 412.8 
242.0 218.7 
11.4 13.0 +14 
86.8 99.9 +15 
West 
6.5 
216.4 216.1 (4) 
- 16.8 17.6 + 5 
156.7 205. +31 
305.8 352.7 +15 
+32 
-10 
1959 
251 178 172 233 279 407 373 352 339 
435 269 292 305 395 407 491 520 481 
716 540 504 497 706 790 780 764 742 
165 106 101 126 1,167 141 152 
774 511 566 560 825 882 809 881 881 
610 340 370 535 634 622 642 630 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number New Dwelling Units, Type Structure, 


Public-Private Ownership, and Region! 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Ownership and 
type structure 


All new dwelling units 


2-4 family 228.7 498 259 6,079 


5-or-more family .... 


5-or-more family .... 126.4 
Publicly owned 89.8 


All new dwelling 
Privately owned 


5-or-more family 
Publicly owned 


All new dwelling units.. 
Privately owned 


2-4 family 
5-or-more family 
Publicly owned 


All new dwelling units.. 188. 28, 623 

17,755 

Publicly owned 38.7 415 


552, 661 
526, 897 
410, 204 
33, 176 
83, 517 
25, 764 


123, 437 
119, 438 
101, 721 
805 
3,999 


172, 899 
162, 964 
137, 203 
225 
17, 536 
935 


160, 085 
155, 799 
103, 299 
12, 824 
39, 676 
286 


1959 


702, 699 
686, 392 
521, 909 
46, 740 
117, 743 
16, 307 


137, 369 
129, 730 
86, 360 
11, 334 
32, 036 
639 


199, 909 
196, 006 
21, 461 
903 


207, 103 
204, 449 
139, 933 
17, 103 
47, 413 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Composition regions, and nonfarm distribution region, 


are shown below table A-2. Less than $50,000. 


Building Permit Activity, Region 


Millions Dollars 


CENTRAL 


M 


1958 1959 


A 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-F 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


| 
Valuation (in millions dollars) Number dwelling units 
1958 1959 First 1958 First months 
84.0 917| 1,452 465 
2,024.3] 24,305| 26,844 156, 207 
South 
10.9 2.3 102. 1,127 320 
West 
6,245| 5,581 
700 
A ‘ So 
500 \Z Te 
: Q \ 
300 
Vis 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Table C-5: Building Permit Total Valuation, Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and State 


Valuation (in millions dollars) 
State 1958 1959 First months 

9.8 6.4 7.0 6.4 

34.8 18. 29.2 68.9 35.0 

30.8 19.3 32.9 42.8 48.3 

6.2 3.0 12.0 7.9 

Florida .... 78.3 88.9 85.2 86.0 92.1 

Georgia 25.8 37.6 33.0 27.4 32.8 

Idaho 3.1 4.7 5.8 4.7 

Illinois ... 233.0 61.1 119.4 151.4 143.5 

33.1 18. 38.4 45.5 39.4 

19.3 8.9 17.1 26.6 20.1 
Kansas 11.3 12.4 20.0 16.8 15.3 

Kentucky 20.0 13.4 18.4 26. 

Louisiana 29.3 22.7 30.3 30.2 39.5 

4.4 1.8 3.6 5.3 

Maryland 48.3 28.6 49.4 73.3 49.6 

68.8 22.1 88.4 58.0 51.5 

90.6 33.8 78.2 97.3 95.7 

Minnesota 39.8 16.5 33.1 62.9 48.2 

Mississippi 6.6 4.8 5.8 7.4 

40.4 30.2 38.8 36.2 


Nebraska 11.4 23.6 12.3 
5.9 5.4 7.9 6.1 
New Hampshire 4.3 3.6 2.8 4.5 
65.6 42.9 87.7 92.4 79.7 
129.0 208. 219.1 187.6 
North Carolina 20.9 18.5 24.0 27.6 
North Dakota 7.9 2.0 7.4 5.8 
Ohio 60.8 99.9 137.7 142.6 
Oklahoma 16.8 31.4 18.7 20.0 
22.8 12.8 16.9 20.8 17.6 
Pennsylvania 74.8 51.7 75.7 78. 
Rhode Island 7.4 2.5 6.0 5.6 5.9 
South Carolina 6.2 6.7 7.4 9.0 
2.4 1.5 3.3 6.0 5.0 
Tennessee 20.0 19.5 26.6 24.6 

Texas 95.9 117.1 114.4 

Virginia 57.0 40.0 50.4 58.8 


West Virginia 13.6 6.1 7.0 
42.4 17.8 28. 
2.4 2.9 5.1 
Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Change less than one-half percent. 


35.7 41.3 +16 
121.7 
20.9 
516. 615.2 +19 
93.2 115.8 
108. 95.7 
329.2 442.3 
24.6 30.8 +25 
38.7 44.0 +14 
14.9 21.7 
121.8 140.8 
573.3 
86.7 82.2 
5.5 2.9 -47 
47.3 47.2 
00. 222.8 +11 
14.4 14.8 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


ALL STATES 109,514 120, 482 453, 381 599, 879 +32 

Metropolitan areas 85, 339 93, 809 349, 160 465, 205 

Nonmetropolitan 24, 175 26, 673 104, 221 134, 674 
Arkansas 
California 


District 
Florida 
Georgia 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maryland 


Minnesota 700 726 310 
Mississippi 401 225 383 


New Hampshire 
NOW 


North Carolina 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 


Vermont 


West Virginia 
223 146 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


4 


1,593 901 399 688 6,153 934 +45 
250 447 227 431 307 1,637 567 
1,814 1,527 1,805 2,550| 9,017 11, 858 +32 
194 145 185 236 208 187 966 067 +10 

663 619 982 704 775 977 458 +27 

135 252 234 227 208 823 1,003 +22 
342 218 347 172 388 289 235 785 
168 233 211 263 170 684 987 +44 
805 828 901 990 711 751 +18 
320 102 324 261 249 901 979 
680 901 933 981 953 1,028 581 +45 
593 516 758 779 754 803 2,795 4,056 
280 118 280 346 250 266 037 364 
313 383 457 426 400 365 402 +42 

157 181 254 180 276 613 1,029 
361 689 899 787 768 6,554 9,612 +47 
516 5,697 7,314 962 5,791 5,662 33, 359 37, 861 
789 399 824 869 924 826 257 +27 

484 2,773 425 11,684 15, 697 +34 

3,032 926 13, 333 +49 

337 280 285 204 438 +19 

153 139 889 750 


wea 
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Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Selected Metropolitan Areas 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 

1958-59 
Los Angeles-Long Beach, 124.4 164.7 +22 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 5.6 10.0 +15 
Salt Lake City, Utah 2.9 5.9 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. 41.2 56.0 

Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 
C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Selected Metropolitan Areas 
(Housekeeping only) 

First months Percent 

Metropolitan area change, 

1958-59 
+15 
Birmingham, +20 
Cleveland, Ohio +47 
Indianapolis, Ind. +25 
Los Angeles- Beach, 
Miami, Fla... 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey.. 
Philadelphia, Pa. +51 
Salt Lake City, Utah +10 
San Diego, Calif. +48 
Seattle, Wash. +61 


Washington, 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


q 

9 

+19 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation Selected Metropolitan Areas 
Type Building Construction 


First months 1959 (Thousands dollars) 


Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, 


Type building 
construction 


All building 
New dwelling units? 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings ... 
Additions and alterations 


155, 319 
64, 790 
13, 170 
501 
149 
743 
370 
839 


All building construction! 
New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations... 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential .... 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential 
Additions and alterations......... 


All building 
New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building ... 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings.... 
Stores and other mercantile 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions and 


Source: 
rately. 


147, 889 


32, 205 


Housekeeping only. 


Atlanta, 
Ga. 


Baltimore 


134, 450 
58, 009 
10, 695 

2,878 
207 
655 

2,273 

683 

25, 181 
12,575 

8,001 

604 
337 

896 

6,519 

12, 381 
10, 801 


120, 693 
80, 852 
31,505 
19, 118 

871 

719 
11, 036 
450 
228 


Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


159, 848 
75, 802 
21, 221 

713 

293 
15,090 
20, 187 
10, 532 
7,970 
1,685 
458 

19, 749 


613, 596 
399, 345 
160, 526 
41, 347 
208 
258 

10, 347 
56, 155 
27, 006 
18, 475 
10, 674 
10, 684 
4,615 
10, 090 
49, 658 


163, 635 
51, 568 
16, 152 365 

081 555 
275 
509 291 

375 

357 145 

23, 867 301 
12, 342 245 

646 943 

2,678 

5,644 1,931 
912 146 

316 058 

14, 928 
Norfolk- 


Portsmouth, 
Va. 


47, 854 
28, 356 
15, 065 


90, 354 
20, 001 


635, 149 
432, 576 
247, 961 086 
20, 221 
667 
2,778 113 
179, 360 544 
38,935 
122, 888 
83, 799 037 
22, 861 860 
16, 228 627 
318 
38, 220 
255 4,179 
12, 004 628 
90, 710 428 


Washington, 


300, 275 
176, 314 
84, 588 
3,091 
966 

798 

17, 821 


147, 552 
43,059 
1,453 
236 
945 

5,892 
20, 521 
073 
930 
462 

243 
260 
383 
11, 876 


247, 717 
131, 386 
97, 195 
826 
952 

781 

24, 507 
19, 775 
31, 905 
21, 881 
146 
2,878 
306 
749 
370 
18, 244 


new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown 


117, 422 52,699 68,794 
49, 457 10,430 29,269 
22, 468 6,157 69,919 266 
240 977 777 
662 420 125 183 
592 146 485 491 
6,952 1,820 63,639 393 
4,249 676 14,778 10,114 
140 198 612 529 
Denver, Los An- Milwaukee, 
245, 765 84,518 |1, 168, 300 
145, 132 34,871 43, 738 
72, 504 13,901 30, 437 
106 101 10,642 499 
1,129 1,236 152 
4,956 972 51,957 580 
11, 678 976 40,398 
25, 957 6,880 19, 036 
325 341 3,415 44,674 2,857 
8,342 25,608 4,494 |119, 386 9,601 
hiladel-| Rochester, Salt Lake Diego, San Francisco- 
34,775 38,208 228, 109 
21,846 22,740 162,526 
90, 099 9,860 12,847 53,240 
1,359 3,182 20,392 
210 207 616 395 
786 272 194 340 
339 768 3,024 ALL 
20, 422 1,603 13,212 12, 803 
41,714 3,176 1,054 21,764 15, 628 FED 
16, 134 351 675 864 STA’ 
366 862 775 773 091 140 Fede 
153 869 440 338 867 
325 2,046 3,785 4,614 14, 383 
663 2,045 453 805 286 11, 773 
Sourc 


on, 


Part 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, Ownership and Type Construction! 


Value (in millions dollars) 


9,576. 


Percent 
change, 
first 
months 


Ownership and 
type construction 


8,074.8 


All other federally owned 17.9 9.4 


Hospital and institutional 33.4 20.9 263.0 
Administrative and service 34.1 34.1 315.8 
Other nonresidential buildings ..... 30.5 42.8 248. 
Sewer and water 123.3 92.3 749.4 
55.8 
Public service 38.7 
Conservation and development 


All other State and locally 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Includes major force-account projects started, principally TVA and 
State highway departments. Includes construction contracts awarded under Lease-Purchase programs which terminated with 
85-844, approved August 28, 1958. $50,000. Beginning with January 1958, includes missile launching facilities 
which were previously included under all other federally owned. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type Facility! 


Value (in millions dollars) 


736.5 


Ownership, source funds, 
and type facility 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 


FEDERALLY OWNED 42.5 


Federally aided projects: 


330. 


Total 
Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 


431.3 
51.6 


363.8 


Source: Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Includes force-account work started Federal and State projects. 


municipalities and counties. 


(27) 


628.6 
28.9 
148.5 -17 
42.7 
15.6 
179.0 
42.5 
114.8 
211.7 
174.6 
-12 
222.8 
234.3 
244.7 
829.8 +11 
300. +21 
322.0 
133.1 
91.2 +11 
change, 
months 
1958-59 
pa- LOCALLY 53.0 30.2 44.6 61.8 63.0 55.3 61.0 376.3 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Awarded for Public Construction 


Ownership 


Millions Dollars 
2,000 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Table D-3: Value Construction Contracts Reported the Dodge Corporation 


(U. Summary, excluding 


23, 792 
13, 505 


Percent change, 
months 


Type construction 


28,672 
17, 345 
11, 326 


Building construction 
Nonresidential 


6,099 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data published the Dodge Corporation. 
Dodge index construction contracts, seasonally adjusted, September 1958, 282; September 1959, 269. 


Table D-4: Value Construction Contract Awards Reported the Engineering News-Record 


Percent change, 
months 
Sept., 1958-59 


Ownership and 
type construction 


Privately owned 
Publicly 


968 
11,012 


Private industrial 
Buildings, except private industrial ... 
Highways and 
Sewer 
Water 

Unclassified and all 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data published the News-Record. Data include only those 
projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways--$44,000; other public 
works--$73,000; industrial buildings--$93,000; other less than one-half percent. 


| | | 
| 
500 STATE AND LOCAL 
1957 1958 1959 
ee CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-G 
Sept. 
Value (in millions dollars) 
months ending-- 
1959 September 1959 September 1958 
207 4,122 
641 600 
358 354 


too jo ! 


Wan 


Part E--Costs 


Table Construction Cost Indexes 


Indexes (1947-49=100) 


Percent 
change, 
Aug. 
1958-59 


Compiler and coverage 


Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 
Engineering News-Record: 


Sources composite cost indexes, compiled the Bureau the Census, representative the major types 
construction weighted the current relative importance each type. 


Table E-2: Indexes Wholesale Prices Construction Materials, Selected Groups and Commodities 


49=100, unless Percent 
Commodity 1959 1956 September 
ALL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS! 135.8 132.0 
Lumber and wood products: 

Metals and metal products: 
Finished mill and foundry products: 

Structural steel shapes. 199.6 199.6 192.3 199.6 

Black steel pipe, carbon 190.9 196.9 

Copper water tubing 152.1 138.3 

Nonmetallic sheathed 83.1 86.9 86.9 76.7 81.5 

Builders’ hardware: 

Fabricated metal products 

used construction: 

See footnotes end table. (29) 


q 
q 
— 
7 
rent. 
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Table E-2: Indexes Wholesale Prices Construction Materials, Selected Groups and Commodities--Continued 
change, 


1958 September 


June Sept. Sept. 1958-59 


Metals and metal 
Fabricated metal products 
used construction--Con. 


Steam and hot water equipment 
Warm air furnaces 
Fuel burning equipment, 
automatic 
heaters, domestic 
Metal doors, sash, and trim 


Tanks and sheet metal products: 
Steel roofing (Jan. 
Corrugated aluminum roofing 


Machinery and motive products: 
Escalators and elevators 


Nonmetallic minerals products 
used construction: 
Flat glass: 
Plate glass 
Window glass 
Concrete ingredients 
Sand, gravel, and crushed stone 
Portland cement 
Concrete products 
Building block 
Concrete pipe 
Ready-mixed concrete 
(Jan. 1958=100) 
clay products. 
Building brick 
Clay tile 
Clay sewer pipe 
Gypsum products 


WO 
NONN CRW CO 


Prepared asphalt roofing 
Other nonmetallic minerals 


Miscellaneous products: 

cabinets, metal, base only.... 


Rubber floor tile 114.9, 110.6 


Source: Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. Includes items not shown separately. 
able. Change less than one-half percent. 


Commodity 959 
Apr. May 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Table E-3: Wholesale Prices Selected Construction Materials 


Commodity 
LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, construction, 25% standard, RL., green, S4S, 
mixed dimension f.o.b. mill 
Boards, construction, 25% standard, RL., green, S4S, loose, mixed 
boards and dimension, f.o.b. mill 
Timbers, construction, RL., rough S4S, green, 
mixed cars, f.o.b. mill 
Southern pine: 
Dimension, No. 2"x4"x16’, S4S, dried, SL., 


Boards, No. 1"x6", RL., dried, SL, mixed cars, 
f.o.b. mill 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. and over, S4S, dry, 
mixed cars, f.o.b. mill 


Oak, red, flooring, select plain, 2-1/4" face, bundled, 


Maple flooring, grade, face, standard length, mill 


MILLWORK 


Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, veneer, premium grade, per 


f.0.b. factory, freight allowed.. 


Window unit, wood, double hung, Ponderosa pine, 


sash, glazing, weather stripping and sash balance per CS-190-53, 
mixed factory 


PLYWOOD 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, ply, mill 
*Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, ply, mill 
Plywood, birch, standard panel, grade 1-3 1-4, type 


PAINT 
Latex, water-thinned, inside, first grade, delivered 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered 
Enamel, white colors, gloss, first grade, delivered.......... 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered 
Outside, white colors, first grade, delivered 


METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6’’x4’’x1/2’’ angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4’’ rounds 30’ long with 10% shorts, 
ASTM spec. A-15, 57T, base quantity, mill 
Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, gage wide long, 
commercial coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, 


Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, threaded and coupled, 
nominal, random lengths c/1, wt. 228 lbs. per 100’, 

Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 
nominal, random lengths, 228 lbs. per 100’, f.o.b. mill 

Nails, wire, carbon steel, common, mill 

Soil pipe, cast iron, 4’’, single hub, extra heavy, f.o.b. foundry 

Copper water tubing, type size, wall thickness, 
shipped 60’ coils, 10,000’ lots more, f.o.b. mill, freight allowed 

Building wire, type RH-RW, size 12, solid, single braid, f.o.b. destination, 
freight prepaid allowed specified amounts 

Insect screening, aluminum, 18x14 mesh, 30” wide, 


See footnotes end table. 


bd. 


bd. 


bd. 


bd. 
bd. ft. 
bd. ft. 


bd. ft. 
bd. ft. 


100 sq. ft. 


August 


$77.219 


83.320 


90. 064 
81.030 


182.244 
210. 447 


8.044 


14.221 


94.921 
214. 325 


211. 269 


8.044 
14.201 
74. 316 


96. 496 


213. 064 


213. 737 


) 
60.290 
Each 
Gallon 4.797 4.797 803 
100 ft. 19.905 20. 525 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices Selected Construction Materials--Continued 


August July August 
PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bathtub, 5’, enameled iron, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight Each $53.778 $53.778 
Water closet, vitreous china, closed coupled, reverse trap, 
freight Each 23. 363 23. 363 20. 921 
Sink, enameled steel, acid resisting, 2-compartment, f.o.b. plant, 
HBATING EQUIPMENT 
Convectors, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 40.8 43.0, 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, forced air, oil fired, burner, bonnet output 90,000-115,000 BTU, 
Steel, forced air, gas fired, input rating 85,000-110,000 BTU, 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, manual controls, input rating 40,000-50,000 BTU, 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft, 14-3 gal. per hr., factory 113.575 113.575 
Water heater, gas fired, automatic, l-year guarantee, 30-gal. steel 
NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Gravel, for concrete, maximum, f.o.b. plant Ton 1.621 1.619 1.594 
Crushed stone, for concrete, maximum, Ton 1.672 1.672 1.680 
Building blocks, concrete, lightweight aggregate, plant Each 194 194 
Partition tile, clay, scored, 3-cell, f.0.b. Thousand 138.087 138.087 137.031 
Lath, gypsum, plant, freight equalized sq. ft. 26.011 26.012 
Wallboard, gypsum, varying lengths, plant, 
Shingles, strip, thick square butt, 210 factory, 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized Square 12.277 12.277 11.917 


Source: Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. with January 1959, prices not comparable with those for 
previous periods because change specification. Not available. 


(NOTE: Tables E-4 and E-5, Union Wage Scales the Building Trades, 
are shown quarterly the March, June, September and December issues.) 
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Part F--Materials Output 


Chart 


Index 


1951 1952 


Construction Materials 


Composite Output Index Index 


200 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


UNADJUSTED 


| 
| SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


1958 1959 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C 0. 59-10-T 


Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes Output (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


Materials group 


Composite 


Lumber and wood 
Paint, varnish, and 
Heating and plumbing 
Iron and steel 
Clay construction products 


Plumbing fixtures 


148.5 


133.2 


115.7 


125.7 
118.8 


120.0 
143.0 


(Monthly average 1947-49=100) 
Indexes 


Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted 
Annual average 1958 1959 1958 1959 


Aug. 
112. 


Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported various Government agencies and private 
firms shown notes the tables following Part Not available. 


(33) 


q 
200 
q 
1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 

Quarterly Indexes (Unadjusted) 
Annual average 1958 1959 

154.4 170. 156.3 190. 183. 177.4 216.8 
114.1 117.3 113.6 111.2 152.7 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Chart 


Index 


Period 


1947-49 average 


Year: 1956 


1957 
1958 


months ending: 


1958: 


1959: 


April 


August, 


First 


*As end period. Table compiled 


mos., 


1952 


L SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


1953 


Lumber and Wood 


Index Production 


1954 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


1955 


1956 


UNADJUSTED 


1957 


1958 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-I0-! 


Index 


1959 


100) 
200 


Softwood 
(Million board feet) 


28, 252 
30, 661 
26, 758 
27,001 


27,929 
28, 147 
28, 464 
28, 715 
28, 782 


679 
132 
188 
088 
367 
513 
528 


Douglas Fir Plywood Association. 
figures estimated from quarterly totals. 


27, 656 
29, 964 
26, 952 
27, 285 


28, 621 
28, 834 
29, 100 
29, 312 
29, 309 


621 
667 
142 
2,116 
2,520 
628 
659 
608 
2,530 


Hardwood 
(Thousand board feet) 


812, 365 
166, 446 
953, 706 
927, 294 


969, 307 
980, 689 
994, 730 
006, 406 
1,014,075 


82, 080 
86, 353 
93, 026 
78, 269 
73,919 
80, 802 
89, 563 
88, 494 
92, 372 
93, 053 
89, 749 


789, 437 
1,117,010 
947,023 
922, 789 


987, 192 
998, 455 
999 
1,008, 405 


87, 040 
86, 322 
89, 794 
63, 694 
77, 603 
79, 666 
86, 139 
93, 293 
89, 622 
93,574 
332 
89, 446 


Department Commerce (BDSA). Sources: 


Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. 


Change less than one-half percent. 


boards 

(Tons) 

Production 
44. 455 
114, 074 5,191 1,102,012 
99,111 1,026, 790 
7,062 105, 193 
(5) 1,123,943 
84, 438 559 95, 966 
83, 297 521 92, 923 
86, 627 619 97,531 
89, 270 555 82, 036 
99, 111 508 75,941 


76, 489 693 
75, 307 100, 273 


84, 087 
81,021 
95, 713 


Insulating Hardboard 


(Tons) 


539, 981 
568, 522 
608, 623 


676, 256 
701, 432 
4730, 889 
780, 767 


51, 187 
53, 276 
56, 710 
54, 684 
54, 833 
61, 270 
63, 813 
66, 479 
71, 202 
73, 315 
473, 329 


National Lumber Manufacturers Association. 


Revised. 


Not available. 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
100 
100 
Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 
087 
894 
613 
May 
August 
5,568 
5,484 
567 
613 
591 96, 093 592 
439 81, 704 614 
336 
5,181 
100 
5,099 
Percent chang 


=< 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Chart Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 
Index Production for Trade Sales 


Index 


UNADJUSTED 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


1951 1952 1953 1954 


1956 1957 1958 1959 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Table F-3: Shipments Millwork Products Production Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Shipments Production for trade sales 
(Thousands units) (Thousands gallons) 
Period 


months ending: 
August 1959 357, 900 
30, 300 
32, 400 
31, 400 


Perceat 


Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA). Sources: Wood Work Manufacturers Association (whose data from 
member firms only and are not adjusted represent full coverage); Commerce, Bureau the Census. Production. 
See Note table F-3 the April 1959 issue Construction Review. 


200 200 
150 150 
| | | | | 
| | | 
7 | | 
3 


— 


index Index Shipments Index 


Oa > > > | 


1952 1953 1958 1959 
q 
SOURCE DEPARTMENT COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 
Mi: 
Table F-4: Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 
duction ments (Thousands squares) (Million square feet) 
Period (Thousands barrels) Asphale 
insulated and tar Gypsum Gypsum 
Portland cement! idi brick saturated board 
months ending: 
333,192 58, 745 32, 592 298 Sou 


*As end period. reported quarterly basis. Table compiled Department Commerce Sources: 
partment Interior, Bureau Mines. Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Change less than one-half 


percent. 


chang 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Table F-5.—Portland Cement: Destination Shipments, State 


(Thousands barrels) 


1959 Calendar year 


State 


778 
Arkansas 684 
California .... 32,910 
027 
905 
District Columbia... 1,172 
985 
Illinois 16, 238 
Indiana 
Kansas 980 
281 
585 
964 
176 
4,922 
14, 498 
Minnesota 481 
Mississippi 190 
Missouri 6,851 
554 
New Hampshire 637 
New Jersey 7,952 
206 
19, 175 
930 
4,917 
Pennsylvania 14, 288 
Rhode 762 
South Carolina .... 2,010 
1,071 
Tennessee 153 
18, 892 
1,791 
Vermont 302 
Virginia 436 
078 
688 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data reported Department Interior, Bureau Mines. 


and Hawaii have been omitted avoid disclosure individual company operations. 


months ending-- 


291 
609 
38, 044 


1,071 
690 
13, 013 
851 


484 
150 
442 


700 
800 
1,097 
282 
4,791 


15, 355 
614 
101 
499 


244 
663 
647 

692 

102 


19, 660 
153 
989 

18, 093 
850 


785 
16, 115 
761 


August 
1959 


269 
803 
648 
38, 469 
476 


141 
101 
694 
13, 212 


466 
18, 822 
440 
131 
420 


890 
834 
150 
305 
736 


15, 476 
6,559 
132 


NOTE: Alaska 


608 3,912 
125 478 
34,076| 487 
4,183| 
206 3,071 
12,901 
5,726| 
1,453| 
7,328| 
235 
3,074| 458 
8,043| 8,758 
956 030 
13,999| 14,802 
778 070 
7,637| 8,441 881 
568 661 704 
584 635 649 
7,902| 8,693 724 
430 3,017 170 
16,186| 18, 634 
818 808 733 
118 2,232| 266 259 
353 378 386 386 
38 
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Iron and Steel Products 


index Index Shipments Index 


UNADJUSTED 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


1952 1953 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 


|_ SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-L 


Table F-6: and Stee! Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands tons) 


Book- Back- 
ings 


Concrete 
reinforc- 
ing bars! 


Period 


Fabricated 
structural steel 


change 


*Scheduled for fabrication the next months. Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA). Sources: American Iron 
and Steel Institute. Department Commerce, Bureau the Census. Electric Manufacturers Association. 
ican Institute Steel Construction, Inc. Preliminary-subject revision. Not available. 


200 200 
| ag as 4 | 
tl 
Line Nails! Rails! steel 
months ending: 
Sou 
tegic 


NOVEMBER 1959 


Table F-7.--Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, common Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile Glazed unglazed 
Period and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor wall tile 
brick) tons) tons) equivalent) (Thousand square feet) 
1956 085 251, 388 231, 262 
1957 658 212, 114 207,094 
months ending: 
July 239,655 238, 638 
591 17,011 18, 334 
633 19,014 19, 259 
662 21,577 21, 431 
578 18, 491 17, 615 
535° 20, 031 18, 476 
465 19, 789 17, 564 
442 18, 265 
542 20, 221 19, 818 
671 21, 382 22, 212 
687 20, 710 22, 260 


change 


First mos., 1958-59.......... +17 +22 +18 +14 +19 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. 
than one-half percent. 


Change less 


Table Construction Products: Production ond Shipments, Census Region 
PRODUCTION 


SHIPMENTS 
1959 1959 


Census region 
July June July June Apr. 


ace (thousands) 


commoa and 


686, 932 141 723, 858 737, 372 685, 184 
New England ......... 18, 591 15, 257 15, 474 15, 060 12, 830 10, 440 
Middle Atlantic 93, 648 93, 572 88, 365 105, 440 113, 394 94, 032 
East North 140, 757 140, 799 124, 160 160, 676 157, 104 137, 746 
West North Central 37, 799 34, 885 30, 802 38, 053 
South 166, 067 160, 085 153, 550 176, 803 173, 147 
East South 81, 777 79, 331 76, 257 86, 130 84, 487 
West South 83, 969 84, 416 83, 576 91, 377 96, 962 
32, 523 32, 216 29, 388 31, 789 29, 103 
31, 801 30, 642 27, 569 29, 892 27, 269 


East North Central 699 
North Central 549 
South 11, 503 
2,971 

18, 184 

049 


Vitrified clay sewer pipe (tons) 


185, 714 184, 112 183, 496 195, 902 182, 001 185, 605 
Middle 12, 773 13, 204 16, 413 14, 731 14, 13, 225 16, 579 
East North Central... 70, 155 69, 065 72, 005 77, 246 67, 639 71,979 
North 19, 334 17, 150 14, 903 24, 134 22, 624 18, 696 
South 23, 284 22, 442 23, 529 22, 922 22, 706 23, 164 
South 27, 373 23, 613 24, 484 27, 567 26, 979 25, 505 25, 730 
26, 994 33, 136 23,995 27, 388 26, 420 25, 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) data reported the Bureau the Census. Composition 


and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown under table A-2. 


| 
| 
\| 
7 
ack- 
7 
7 
1,15 
— 
clay tile (tons) 
1,051 
150 
1,14 
108 
4 Amer 
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Chart 14. Heating and Plumbing Equipment 


Shipments 


UNADJUSTED SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 


|__ SOURCE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-M 


Gas convectors Warm air Floor and Residential 
water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces oil burners! 
Period (Thousands units) (Thousand square feet)| units) (Thousands units) 


1947-49 average 
Year: 1956 
1957 


29, 567 
24, 892 
20, 386 


20, 938 

20, 877 
June 1959 20, 875 
July 1959 


August 095 
September 643 
October 765 
November 
253 
415 
1,713 
801 
1,074 
438 


June, 1958-59 
First mos., 1958-59 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the end period. 
Sold separately. Not available. Change less than one-half percent. 


(NOTE: Table F-10, Imports and Exports Selected Construction Materials, shown quarterly the March, June, September, and December 
issues. Table F-11, Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks, shown quarterly the January, April, July, and October issues.) 


195 


195 


Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 
eesccoveesecooesosoess 2, 825 79 3,482 1, 131 183 469 65 45 § ug 
months ending: 
1958: 4,950 124 174 
379 119 226 195: 
change 


Part G--Employment 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment Type Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 
Special trades contractors 


Plumbing Painting Elec- 
and and trical 

155.7 570.9 514.0 

513.0 

168. 673. 

186. 680. 593.0 


188.9 677. 586. 
682. 569. 


oo 


ONWNO 
> 


318. 
321. 
323. 
315. 
308. 
295. 
287. 
292. 
301. 
305. 
314. 


182. 757. 670.0 
750. 672.0 
183.9 652.0 
179. 605.0 
177.4 506.0 
170.9 437.0 
419.0 
160. 472.0 
161.6 
650.0 
176.5 769.0 685.0 
323. 768.8 687.0 
331. 183.5 809. 689.0 
Percent change 


Source: Department *Percent change: August-Sept. 1959, 2.5; Sept. 1958-59, 3.3 
available. 
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Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number Employees (Seasonally Adjusted) 
(In thousands) 


Annual 


July Aug. Sept. Oct. average 


Source: Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. 


con- special 
NUMBE 
922.6 1,320.8 232.4| 284.0 
Feb.....| 164.3| 
Mar..... 2,4 194.0 277.6 
vers! June.... 2,9 335.0 350.0 
(41) 
sues.) 
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Table Construction: Employment, State 


40. 


38. 


w 
\o 
- 


ooo 


NN 
ON N 


w 


NN 


District Columbia.. 
Florida 
Georgia 


an 


an 
w 


Indiana .... 


wo 


w 


o 


NOVON 
NOOO 


Kansas 


Kentucky 


N 
NN OW & 


ok DO m& 


Oh 


an 
w 


Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


© 


wre NUE 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico? 


NO 

NNNO 
NVR 


New York 
North 
North Dakota 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South 


AR CWWO” 


wono 


A 


w 
oN 


N 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 


& 


Source: State agencies cooperation with the Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. the 1942 Social Security 
Board Industrial Classification Code. See note beginning PartG. less than one-half percent. 
small number employees mining. Data revised from January 1958. Revised statistics not shown here are available upon 
available. Statistics for these cities are shown for the first time this issue. This table expanded in- 
clude additional areas data become available. 


25.0 17.2 27.4 
(a 36. 8 38.4 38.2 ) 
21.9 22.1 22.4 
138.0] 140.0 
12.8 
38.7 
23.4 25.5 26.2 
68.0 69.2 70.2 
14.1 14.8 14.4 
22. 22.6 21.4 20.3 
12.3 7.9 6.1 6.0 12.9] 13.9] (4) 
20.0 17.9 16. 20.0 
Tennessee 41.4 48.6 
50.8 


NOVEMBER 1959 


o 
> 
c 
c 


Number employees (in thousands) 


cent 


1959 


August 


1958-59 


Albany-Schenectady-Troy, Y... 
Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, Pa.. 


Albuquerque, 


Binghamton, 
Birmingham, 


Boise, Idaho 


Bridgeport, 


Chattanooga, 


Dayton, 


Fargo, 

Fort Wayne 

Grand Rapids 


City, 
Lansing, 

Lewiston-Auburn, Maine............. 


Va......... 
Indianapolis, 


Little Rock-N. Little Rock, Ark... 


Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif... 


Memphis, 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, 


Muskegon-Muskegon Heights, 


New Bedford, 


New Britain, 


New Haven, Conn. 


See footnotes end table G-3. 


Percent 
8.4 8.0 6.2 5.9 6.1 6.4 7.2 8.3 8.5 8.6 
+ 
1 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment Selected Areas--Continued 


Newark-Jersey City, 28.0 +17 
Perth Amboy, 9.3 8.5 +17 
Nassau-Suffolk Counties, Y... 28.8 

Norfolk-Portsmouth, 11.3 +21 

Oklahoma City, 10.0 9.7 +14 

Lake City, 8.7 8.0 8.3 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif........ 58.4 59.8 

4.5 3.8 3.4 3.1 3.3 4.4 5.3 5.4 +20 

3.7 3.6 3.3 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.6 3.6 3.4 

6.0 6.4 5.6 4.4 4.9 5.8 

4.3 3.9 3.6 3.3 3.6 3.9 4.3 

4.7 3.8 3.3 3.2 3.4 3.4 3.6 -19 

4.8 4.8 4.3 4.4 5.0 5.0 4.9 

5.7 6.0 6.0 5.8 5.9 5.2 4.0 5.6 

3.5 2.8 2.0 2.1 3.0 3.3 5.1 

7.4 6.8 6.3 5.9 5.9 6.5 6.6 6.5 

3.5 3.6 3.1 2.4 2.6 2.5 


See footnotes end table G-3. 


Number employees (in thousands) Percent 
Area 
7 19' 
195 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes Aggregate Weekly 


(1947-49=100) 


Annual 
average 


102.0 
109.1 
124.1 
127.5 
123.1 
123.3 114.4 118.9 


146.6 
157.1 155.4 151.1 


1957 105.6 145.5 141.3 137.0 120.2 112.9 127.3 


Source: Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. 


Chart 
Hours and Earnings Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 


BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


CONSTRUCTION 


J 


CONSTRUCTION 


AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 


CONSTRUCTION 


+ 
% 
% 


TOTAL CONSTRUCTION 


AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 
BUILDING 


--* 
-* 


TOTAL CONSTRUCTION 


CONSTRUCTION 


J 


SOURCE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-0 


ent 
-9 
235 | : 
125 
0 
+ 6 | oc | | To 
19 | 3.30 3.30 } 
3.10 
| 
0 | 2.70 2.70 | 
1958 
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Table G-6:--Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings Construction Workers 


Nonbuilding construction 


Building construction 


Special trades contractors 
struction con- All Plumbing Painting and 
tractors and and deco- street building 
trades heating rating 


110.47 110. 123. 104.14| 114.% 


124.97 
126. 


116.87 


35.8 40. 41.9 39.9 
35.2 39.8 40.6 39.2 
34.6 40.1 41.0 39.4 


oo 
Ow 

! 

' 

4 


++ + 
| 


Source: Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. 


ACE W ARNINGS Al 
Year: 1955 
1956 Ari: 
1957 Ark 
195 Cal 
Dis 
Flo 
Geo 
Indi 
Kan 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
Year: 1955 
957 Mas 
195 
Mis: 
Mis: 
Mon 
Neb 
Nev 
New 
New 
New 
New 
Nor 
‘AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS 
Year: 195 Ore 
195 Pen 
195 Rho 
195 
1958: Aug Sou 
Sep Ten 
Oct Tex 
Nov Utal 
Ver 
1959: Jan Vir 
Mar 
Apr Vis 
May 
Jun 
See 


o 
~~ 
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Table Apprentices the Building Trades, State and Trade 


Number registered Percent change 


Dec. 31, 1958 
Dec. 31, June 30, 


1958 Dec. 31, June 30, 1959 


State 


Alaska 311 294 279 
Arizona ...... 1,771 1,928 1,996 
Arkansas .... 618 639 601 
California.... 13, 178 13,917 14, 504 
Nebraska ..... 856 855 830 
New Hampshire 211 177 156 -12 
North Dakota 346 340 365 
Rhode Island 571 590 585 


See footnotes end table. 


her 
on- 
4.94 
| 
39.4 
39.9 
39.2 
40.3 
40.7 
40.9 
38.9 
38.7 
38.7 
37.1 
39.4 
39.8 
40.0 
40.8 
41.3 
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G-7: Registered Apprentices the Building Trades, State and Trade—Con. 


Number registered selected trades 
December 31, 1958 June 30, 1959 New 
State Painter Plumber Sheet Painter Plumber Sheet 
Carpen- paper-| and pipe- metal and paper-| and pipe-| metal 
399 
Arkansas 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Dist. Col...... Nonf 
Indiana 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Massachusetts 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
3 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey 
New 
North Carolina 
North Dakota..... 
Pennsylvania ... 
Rhode Island..... 
South Dakota..... 
F- 6. 
ermont 
Virginia 
West Virginia ... 
Wisconsin 
Contr 
Source: Department Labor, Bureau Apprenticeship Training. Includes data for trades not shown separately. Change 
less than one-half percent. Current data available; December 31, 1958 figures repeated. Current data not avail- 


able; December 31, 1957 figures repeated. Covers brick, stone, and tile masons; and plasterers. 
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